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May Newsletter Deadline is
Wednesday, May 16
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The Universalist Church
433 Fern Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

Phone: 862333669
Fax: 8666731205

E-mail:
admin@westhartforduu.org
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Thank you!

There is something wonderful about starting a message to you all with t
two words: | candt i magine a bet
imagine a better way to have celebrated our congregation on Sunday,
29th, than with one service about our membership and another about o
ministry together! | hope that the day was wonderful for you all as well,
wherever you were, whatever you WORSHI P

worship, youdll find the service SUNDAY 10

Wedbve had a really wonderful sta
we make a difference in the world. And, while May will be less eventful t
March and April, wedve stil]l pl e
powerful worship services, our Annual Meeting on May 20th, and our
Flower Communion & Cookout on the first Sunday in June to kick off ou
summer season.

{ h{ Wdzas
wSgd 5N ! RI

al e Mo
dzA f mya

Il know that, histo
ministers during t
this summer, becau
two or three month ¢CKS2f 2 3¢
Rev. Joy Christi wi | be i .
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For many of you, having worship available all summer here on Fern Stre I8
a bit new and different. | expect you all to enjoy your summers, too, with a € H J1

travels and | azy summer days at /| 2YAyYy3d 2F

wor ship when youdre in town, whe WSOd 5N | BRI N

mi ss seeing these faces and hear o
summer plans, keep the Universalist Church in the mix! I will be looking S5ty . 2dz2OKlI
forward to seeing you here.
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Rel i gious Educati on

Dear Friends, easy, convenient, and almost

al ways dispos

ltds just aboptoBablthn Dmpo

write this andutodovei bhent

thinking a lot about nature  time job of it! So how do our

and our planet lately. The  values translate here into our

Youth Group chose itasa everyday lives?

convenient theme for Youth

Sunday this year,andtheir For me t he an

desire to jump right into that totally clear yet, but it does

topic was inspiring to me.  begin with curiosity, and a

News about our environment desire to learn more about my

and the natural world can be own impact on the world

as discouraging as the rest ofaround me. For instance, we

the developments we find in love the idea of a phig car,

our news feeds. As is often but how is our electricity

the case, | find myself generated? Is it coal? Do you

wondering over the practical know For the réeomdd, trtyos oveownsi d

side of what this means to mdifficult to determine this fromthese things as we eagerly try

as a UU. What does Eversour ce0s twoedaksupwhateverlsunt hi nk mo

respecting the interdependenbf our power is nuclear in CT.gomes our way!

web of life really equate to onSometimes our search for

a daily basis, and is that the truth actually falls to the

only principle in play here? tangible things like this. As
my patience begins to unraveDan

Of course this has led to me waiting for some spring

auditing my lifestyle and the warmth, a whole new

things | habitually do or use. question over our impact on

Our lifestyles today in 2018 the environment and weather

make it difficult to be green. begins to form.

Wedve done some t he

obvious things in our

Dan Bouchard

Religious Educator

Yours in faith,

household (like energy
efficient bulbs and
appliances), and even some
bigger things (like install sola
panels on our roof). We have
no use for lawn chemicals,
and stare daggers at neighbc
who do. But the devil is in the
details, right?

Place
Planet
Rasponsnblllty

For a family with young
children, nearly everything we
consume is marketed to be
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Don't it always seem to go

That you don't know what you've got
They paved paradise
And put up a parking lot

3 ~Joni Mitchell

i Till it's gone

Stewardship

Long-term Stewardship Q&A. On Sunday April 29 the Stewardship Tedameld a Q&A session to educate
membera b out t Wake NbW @ ¥ision (WNONgtching funds campaigBy including the

Universalist Church of West Hartford in their estate plans, members and friends can give the Church imme
gifts through this matching funds challenge.

The match is sponsored by a very generous UU congregation that will provigieitegdcylars through the
WNOV program, which will honor each legacy gift to our church with a 10%ahafcto($10,000 per

gift). The beauty of the program is that, although a gift might not be received for 5, 10, 20 years or more,
matching amounts will be paid within the next two years. These matching funds are unrestricted and can b
allocated by the congregation for operating, capital, or endowment purposes at our discretion.

\WAKE NOW
OUR VISION

COLLABORATIVE CAMPAIGN

Legacy Challenge

The WNOV program is directly |linked to t-term Stew
legacy giving program, fhieird Century Sogetyjously called the Wallace Fiske Sothgywant members to
know how to give lontgrm support to the church through their wills and beneficiary designations on life
insurance policies and IRAs.

In the coming weeks we will tell you more about this type of giving. We hope that you will consider particip:
with a gift that will help us live out the vision and mission of the Universalist Church of West Hartford, as wi
move to our third century as a religious community inl2@ad.are interested in learning more but
werenodt abl e to att e pleahsetcdntact hisa $ggmbatinm the officéXBBB669 ext2 9 ,
106) to have a member of the Stewardship Committee contact you.



Hi st ory of Our Church:

Invocation. Music Director and windows from the Asylum Avenue
organist Esther Nelson (Ellison)  Church.

directed a quartet and led the In the context of the
congregation in several hymns. Releginning of the Great Depression,
Stanley Crosland, of the Broadvievbuilding this church provided jobs for
Congregational Community Churchmany workers over the next

in Hartford, spoke about the months. The congregation paid
significance of the day for the $185,000 for the land, building and
community. furnishings for the Fern Street

Rev. McLaughlin called on Church. The congregation did not
President of the Social Benevolentneed a mortgage because of the sale
Society, Mrs. Francis E. Harper, toof the Asylum Avenue Church.

speak on behalf of the church Rev. McLaughlin (192332),
women .Deacon James H. Morgarbrought the church here with a bold
told the congregants what the new idea that it

deacons had chosen to put in the
copper box that they put inside the
cornerstone. The copper box
On Thursday afternoon, Julyncluded sermons, records of church
31, 1930, 200 members of the Chungtory, a copy of tHéonnecticut
of the Redeemer gathered to lay theourant from 1764, and copies of the two
cornerstone of the new building at main Hartford newspapers on July 31,
433 Fern Street. The steel framewd®31, the Hartford Times and the
of this new church building rose  Hartford Courarithey also included one
above the men and women sittingonf Rev. McLaughlindés sermons, a |
benches, many of whom remembetieel Church of the Redeemer, architectural
the opening of their new church ondrawings of the new church, a list of all the
Asylum Avenue just 24 years beforehurch societies, and a program from that
The Hartford Fire Insuranced ay 6 s gat her i ng.
Company bought the building to raze Rev. McLaughlin gave a
it so that Broad Street could be  sermon, he blessed the cornerstone

extended to Garden Street to oto the service of God and humani
improve travel for its expanding  and then used a trowel to spread the
number of employees. The cement that held the cornerstone in

congregants took the money to theplace. He closed the service with a
suburbs, to a town of 25,000 and aprayer, benediction and a hymn sutige community and a community
street on which no residence had yiey all those in attendance. p r o g rTaandeathat the church
been built.Just north of the church, Just nine months later, on would dedicate itself to social action
developer John Linsky had boughtBaster 1931, church members heldand its responsibility to the
acres in 1927 and went on to buildtheir first service in the community began with this new
over 200 homes, but when the FersanctuaryThe Colonial style churchuilding.
Street Church was built, the land wassigned by Walter Crabtree, was
just being subdivided. patterned after a colonial style chufacey Wilson

The Rev. Richard H. in Old Lyme.Crabtree designed it to
McLaughlin was joined by Rev.  seat about 400 and included a balcony
Norwood Foster of the Norwich  for the organ and choir. They moved
Unitarian Church for the the organ and the stained glass

Standing on the Side of Justice encourages you to attend our worship service and
panel discussion afterward on Sunday, May 6th, as women within and beyond our
congregation call us into understanding and justice for women and girls. In the past
year, we have seen #MeToo and other calls to awareness and action out in the world.
This is a time for us to lift up the experiences and voices of women in worship for
truthtelling, transformation, and a way forward in hope.

| look forward to hearing these powerful voices in worship with you.
Rev. Adam



